CONSERVATION of the TANSY BEETLE on the RIVER OUSE

Background J

The Tansy beetle is a beautiful, large (c.10 mm), iridescent
green species, which is now found in Britain only on the
banks of the River Ouse in North Yorkshire. The area
around you has a good population of Tansy beetles. The
beetle is endangered not only here but across its
worldwide range.
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Active beetles - The adults \
then resurface and become \

active again on Tansy plants
from April to June, where they
feed, mate and lay eggs.
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This nationally rare beetle is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan Eggs - rhesea%ransyp/am
(UKBAP) priority species, which public bodies have a duty feaves be! A " "

to protect, together with its riverside habitat. The plight of
the Tansy beetle highlights that of many other British
invertebrates.

Beetles - the pupae hatch in
mid-July, and can be seen on
Tansy plants until September.
They then burrow underground
and spend the winter there until
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April.
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etual %eeg/e Pupa - The larvae eventually ) i
burrow underground at the base 4
of the Tansy plants and become
the more common Dock beetle - its July into larvae, which feed voraciously:on
size gives it away Tansy leaves.
(picture to scale, Tansy beetle right). Tansy (Tanacetum vulgare)

Why is the Tansy beetle declining?

The Tansy beetle has specific requirements, but managing the riverbank for this rare species will have SITA trust
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